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Itõs A Wonder-Full Life   
Childrenõs & Youth Christmas Musical 

Saturday, December 12 @ 5:00 PM 
Sunday, December 13 @ 9:00 & 10:30 AM 

 
Festival of Christmas 

Sunday, December 20  
9:00 & 10:30 AM Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Services  
Thursday, December 24 
4:30, 7:00, 8:30 & 10:00 PM 



 

Sunday Services  
9:00 & 10:30  

 

November 29 th - First Sunday in Advent - Lighting the 

 Candle of Prophecy 

December 6 th - Second Sunday in Advent - Lighting the 

 Candle of Preparation - Communion   

December 13 th - Third Sunday in Advent - Lighting the 

 Candle of Joy - Children & Youth Christmas Musical  

December 20 th - Fourth Sunday in Advent - Lighting the 

 Candle of Proclamation - ñFestival of Christmasò 

December 24 th - Christmas Eve Candlelight Services   

 4:30, 7:00, 8:30 & 10:00 PM 

December 27 th - Pastor Jesse will be preaching 

Pastor Ponders   
Finding Peace in the War Zone  

of the Christmas Season 
 

The greatest Christmas movie of all time, in my opinion, 
is White Christmas with Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye. Itõs 
the tale of two army buddies, Bob Wallace (Crosby) and 
Phil Davis (Kaye), who join forces for a successful        
musical theater career after their time in the service. By 
reaching out to help their former army general, both men 
ultimately discover the true meaning of love, friendship, 
and Christmas spirit. What strikes me most about that 
film is the opening scene in which Crosby, an army  
captain, and Kaye, a lowly Private, host a Christmas             
celebration in the midst of war time, in a forward area, 
with ragged troops listening in. As Bing Crosby sings  
Irving Berlinõs White Christmas for the first time, there is a 
moment of peace amidst the chaos, a moment of calm in 
the midst of a harsh and punishing war. And though the 
beautiful words and music do not diminish the reality of 
the battles yet to be fought and the danger yet to be faced 
by the weary men, it provides them with a glimpse of 
home, a reminder of what they are fighting for, and offers 
a few minutes of rejuvenation and hope. 
 
The unfortunate truth is this: With Christmas 2009 
quickly approaching, each of you reading this article is 
about to enter the war zone of the Christmas season - if 
you havenõt already.  
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Between the mall, Christmas parties, stocking stuffers, the frustration of 
coordinating with family about who will visit whom, where and when, 
and for how long, Christmas is often more like a war to be fought and 
endured rather than a peaceful and joyful reminder that the Messiah has 
come. Christmas is certainly a time of    celebration, of rejoicing and 
spending time with family, and yet, life can be so full around Christmas 
time that it can feel like a battlefield. 
 

One of Jesusõ most prominent ancestors, King David, who fought in many 
battles and wars throughout his life, encourages us to find rest for our 
souls in a loving and saving God. In Psalm 62:5-8 he writes: 
 

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
My salvation and my honor depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 

Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. 
 

It is my heartfelt prayer, that in the war zone of the Christmas season, you will find time to stop and reflect, to 
find a moment of peace and quiet, so that your soul will rest in God. Reflect on Godõs gift to you in Jesus 
Christ, a baby born in a manger, whose life, death, and resurrection give the hope of new life to all who place 
their faith and trust in Him as Lord. The promise of Christmas is Emmanuel, God with us - there is no truth 
greater to celebrate, rejoice in, and rest in than this!  
 

Action Steps: 
1. Recognize the war zone around you and ask God to give you His peace amidst the chaos.  
2. Read the Christmas story with your family: Luke 2:1-20. Read it again - remember who                 

Christmas is really about. 
3. Take a moment to reflect each day leading up to Christmas on the gift of Godõs presence                    

with us - an Advent calendar is a great way to do this on your own or with your family. 
4. Slow down, breathe, smile at the weary faces standing in the long line with you in whichever           

store you happen to find yourself. 
5. Watch White Christmas. 
6. Come to the MVPC Childrenõs Christmas play Saturday evening December 12th at 5:00 PM or on               

Sunday morning December 13th at the 9:00 or 10:30 worship service. 
7. Sing with the heavenly hosts, òGlory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace goodwill to              
men.ó Declare Godõs praises at the December 20th Festival of Christmas as the MVPC choir leads                    
us in a rendition of Michael W. Smithõs Agnus Dei. 

8. Come and sing on Monday, December 21st at 12:30 PM. 
9. Attend a Christmas Eve worship service at MVPC: December 24th at 4:30 (family service), 7:00,                 

8:30, or 10:00 PM. All services are candlelight services. 
Find rest for your soul in God alone.        -Pastor Jesse
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