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Services  
9:00 & 10:30  

 

March 7 th - The American Dream: Good or 
Bad?  Matthew 25:14-30  
Sacrament of Communion - 
Choir at both services   

March 14 th - What is My Purpose?   
      Luke 10:25-37 

March 21 st - But What Can I Do?  
      Luke 10:17-23 

March 28 th - Palm Sunday Festival  
      Choir Cantata 

Pastor Ponders   
 As we become aware of the enormous numbers 
of hurting people and their personal stories of          
suffering in the world, a host of emotions and         
questions follow.  There is the feeling of guilt or 
shame.  I have so much while others have so little.  It 
does not seem fair.  Perhaps I should feel guilty for  
living in a large home and having two cars or even  
taking a shower while others live in one room shacks 
and walk miles just to get water.  There is a feeling of 
inadequacy or hopelessness. There are just too many 
people in poverty.  How can I make a difference?  
What can I do to really change the world?   There is a 
feeling of anger or frustration.  Perhaps the anger is at 
God for not fixing things.  Perhaps the anger is at the 
world systems which create the possibility of           
corruption in organizations and governments.         
Perhaps the anger is at the poor for making                 
irresponsible choices.   
 I could continue to list emotions and questions, 
but the truth is these questions and emotions often do 
not have answers.  The greater reality is that such         
emotions and questions often stalemate us for action.  
It is almost as if we say because I cannot fix               
everything, I will not fix anything.   
 Jesus told us that we would always have the 
poor with us.  That is not an excuse to do nothing to 
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help the poor.  Rather it is statement about the enormity of the problem of evil.  In this world there will 
always be injustice.  In this world there will always be hurting.  In this world there will always be        
suffering.  In this world in spite of our best efforts we will never end poverty.   
 !Ó Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ) ÈÁÄ Á ȰÓÁÖÉÏÒȱ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØȢ  ɉ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÁÓÔÏÒÓȢɊ  ) ÆÅÌÔ ÍÙ 
responsibility as a Christian and even more so as a pastor was to help fix every problem ɀ or at least 
give my all trying.  I will never forget the day I became aware of the truth that Jesus, God himself, did not 
ÈÅÁÌ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÃËȟ ÆÅÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÎÇÒÙȟ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄȟ ÃÕÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÐÅÒÓȢ  (Å ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅȢ  "ÕÔ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔȢ  
He passed by some hurting people. However, he did heal some of the sick.  He did feed some of the     
hungry.  He did raise some of the dead.  He did cure some of the lepers.  Jesus made a difference to some 
of the people. 
 4ÈÁÔ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÆÒÅÅÄ ÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ ÆÒÕÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÆÉØÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÏÒÍÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 
suffering. If Jesus did not fix all of the problems, I did not have to fix them either.  But this is what I do 
have to do:  I must help where I can, I must give what I am able to give, I must lift up those who are in 
my sphere of influence.  I do not have to do everything but I have to do something.  
 Doing that something is what everyone of us must honestly wrestle with.  What is the something 
that I am called to do?   For one person that something might be in Africa ɀ making a significant financial 
sacrifice and going on a mission trip to another continent.  For another person that something might be 
in his/her own home ɀ learning to care for a child or a spouse.  How can I know what God wants me to 
do?  It is by prayer ɀ submissively opening my heart to the Holy Spirit; by Bible study ɀ diligently 
ÓÅÁÒÃÈÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÉÎÇ 7ÏÒÄȠ ÂÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ɀ listening for the confirming wisdom of others around 
me, my small group, my pastors, my spiritual directors ɀ these and other spiritual disciplines will help 
me discover the something that God calls me to do.   
 As we journey through this Lenten study of The Hole in Our Gospel, I hope that you will not be 
driven to feelings of guilt or hopelessness or anger.  My hope is that you will be challenged to discover 
the place where God can use your life and that gifts that He has given you to make a difference in this 
×ÏÒÌÄȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇȣȢÂÕÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȢ  

           - Pastor Jon 
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Joel and I want to thank 
our Marine View Family 
for the meals, visits, cards, 
and most of all your 
prayers since my recent 
spinal surgery.  We look 
forward to life returning to 

normal and seeing you in church soon. 
    Bonnie Massey  

On behalf of the         
Lakewood Police          
Independent Charity 
Fund and the Families of 
our fallen heroes, we 
would like to thank you 
for your generous         
donation to the Fallen 

&ÏÕÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 4ÒÕÓÔ &ÕÎÄȢ  7Å ×ÅÒÅ                  
overwhelmed by the amount of support given 
to us after the tragic event on November 29, 
2009.  That support started immediately after 
the event and still continues today.  On Monday 
November 30, the Charity Fund set up a trust 
fund to help support the 9 children of our 
Fallen Heroes.  All the donations, including 
yours, have been put into the trust fund for the 
children. 
 

Tim Borchardt 
Director, Lakewood Police Independent 

Guild Charitable Fund 

The next newsletter deadline is Friday, 

April 12.  Please send your submissions to 

tsimmons4mvpc@comcast.net or put them 

in Tristaõs mailbox in the mailroom. 


