
A Sermon Series  
and  

Small Group Bible study  
 

Book, DVDôs and study guide written and developed by Richard Stearns, CEO and 
President of World Vision  

 

Our philosophy for small groups is: Believers experience spiritual growth through the spiritual food of Godôs word 

and exercising spiritual muscles by applying Godôs word to their lives. Just as our physical bodies grow and develop 

with nourishing food and healthy exercise and time, our spiritual growth comes from the nourishment of Godôs word 

and then exercise over time by acting on Godôs word. The bible tells us about growing spiritually. ñInstead,     

speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the 

whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 

does its work.ò         Ephesians 4:15-16 

Registration is January 17 through February 14. 

· The following quote is on the back of the study guide, ñThe Hole in Our Gospel challenges Christians to       

expand their personal and transforming faith into a public and transforming relationship with the poor.ò 

Through this study people will concentrate on the ówholeô gospel. 

The study will begin on February 14 and end on March 28. 

Use the catalog of small groups to find a small group to join. Then register with one of the registration          

volunteers.  

Let the registration volunteers know if you plan to continue with the same small group you were in last fall   

semester. 

If you would like to serve as a leader/facilitator, register that information with a  registration volunteer.  Indicate 

what day of the week and time you will be meeting, how often your group will meet, the location of your study 

and contact information for you, the leader/facilitator. 

Books, study guides, and DVDs (DVDs for leaders only) are available at the table in the narthex. You can find 

The Hole in Our Gospel donation envelopes for the study materials on the back of the pews. Place your donation  

envelope for study      

materials in the basket at 

the table.  

(Suggested donation is $7 

for the book and $3 for 

the study guide.) 

Our desire is that        

everyone at Marine View 

will be connected to a 

small group where he/she 

can apply Godôs word to 

their lives and pray     

together.  
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Sunday, February 14th  

  Rich Stearns, the President of World Vision will be speaking      
during worship here at Marine View at both worship services.                

He will be preaching about his book The Hole in Our Gospel.   



 

Sunday Services  
9:00 & 10:30  

 

February 7 th - Pastor Jesse - Communion 
 The Three ñIòs of Discipleship  

February 14 th - Richard Stearns from World 
Vision - The Hole in Our Gospel 

February 21 st - Pastor Jesse - Am I a Sheep 
or a Goat? - Matthew 25:31-46 

February 28 th - Pastors Jon & Jesse  
 Dancing with the Devil - Luke 12:13-15,  
 1 Corinthians 8:1-8 

Pastor Ponders   
Lent ð Set Your Face Toward Jerusalem 

 
òAs the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem.ó  Luke 9:51 (NIV) 
 
We read this verse from the heart of Lukeõs gospel, and 
for those of us who know well the old, old story, our 
thoughts are drawn immediately to Calvary, to a cross 
and a crucified Lord. Lukeõs description of Jesusõ frame of 
mind is compelling to say the least. With firm resolution 
Jesus set out for Jerusalem. He knew precisely what the 
road ahead of him would entail: a difficult and painful 
journey to the cross ð one of betrayal, abandonment, and 
death. And yet he went. As another translation puts it, 
òJesus set his face toward Jerusalem.ó  
 
During Lent, we are called to set our faces toward         
Jerusalem as Jesus did; to prepare our hearts and minds 
for Holy Week in anticipation of gathering for Palm    
Sunday and remembering Good Friday. From Ash 
Wednesday on, we are called to remember Christõs life 
and death, to focus on His sacrifice for our sins, so that 
when Easter arrives, and we proclaim the Good News of 
the Resurrection, our hearts will rejoice with gladness ð 
as light dawns and death is overcome by life. And yet, 
Lent often becomes a game of insignificant gestures 
rather than meaningful preparation. Instead of resolutely 
living out our faith and reflecting on Godõs gift of           
redemption in Jesus Christ, we offer a trinket to God by 
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giving up something miniscule.  
 
òI am giving up __________________________________________________ (fill in the blank) for Lent.ó  
 
I remember hearing this from dozens of college students while working as the Director of University          
Ministries at FPC in San Antonio, TX. For the guys in the ministry Lent often meant giving up video games, 
chicken strips from the cafeteria, or studying ð which Iõm pretty sure none of them were doing anyway. For 
the girls they talked about giving up dating, chocolate, or an hour on the social networking sight My Space ð 
which brought the total down to five hours each day online instead of six. One student in particular was     
going to make the colossal sacrifice of giving up Diet Coke. He didnõt mention that he was switching to coffee 
until after Easter. 
 
There were of course some very sincere students who wanted to offer something to God, to sacrifice in order 
to reflect, to do something special during Lent with the aim of having a continual reminder that these were 
the days that led up to Good Friday and Easter Sunday. And so it happened that alongside of giving          
something up, many of the students I worked with decided to do something extra during Lent ð to study 
Godõs Word, to serve in the community, to reach out to those around them with love and the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. They set their faces toward Jerusalem. 
 
I donõt want to discourage you from giving something up for Lent. But I do want to encourage you to examine 
your hearts to see if the sacrifice will lead you into contemplation and reflection on Christõs sacrifice. Ask 
yourself: How is this preparing me for Good Friday and Easter beyond?   
 
This Lenten season, in addition to, or instead of giving something up for Lent, I want to challenge you to do 
something extrañdo something that will help you set out resolutely for Jerusalem and turn your thoughts to 
all that Christ has done on our behalf. 
 
Here are some ideas: 
 

1. Participate in The Hole in Our Gospel study beginning February 14th, and apply the  lessons 
in your life. Sign up for a small group. 

2. Set aside time to reach out to your neighbors, friends, family, and co-workers by asking 
how you can pray for them. You might be surprised by the positive reaction, especially 
from those who arenõt yet followers of Christ. 

3. Read Scripture every day with an eye toward Godõs plan of redemption. Ask: How does 
the passage I am reading relate to and develop my understanding of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ? 

4. Pray every day for God to open your heart to see and hear the needs of those around you. 
Ask God to give you the courage and wisdom to love and serve others in their time of 
need.  

5. Serve in the community.  
6. Take the time to reflect on your relationship with Jesus Christ. Ask: Where am I at in my 

faith? Am I growing closer to God? Feeling further from Him? Invite someone you trust 
into the conversation and share your thoughts with that person. 

7. Come to Sunday services every week during Lent with the aim of loving and serving   
others. Ask: Who here this morning needs an encouraging word, a hug, or a smile? Then 
reach out with open arms. 

8. Celebrate all of the ways God is showing up in your life and in the Marine View          
community. Write them down and share stories of Godõs goodness and blessings with 
others. 

          - Pastor Jesse 
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Guatemala Mission Trip April 8 ë 18th  

 

This month we are getting ready for our registration for the 2010-2011 school 
year. Registration will take place on Monday, March 1st in McKenzie Hall. 
 *Currently enrolled students and church members can register from 10am 
  to 11am. 
 *Preschool alumni can register from 11am to Noon 
 *Our community Open House and registration will be from 1pm - 3pm. 
  The teachers will be here at that time so that the community can register, 
  meet the teachers and see the classrooms. 
If you know of anyone who is interested in the preschool for next year, please 

let them know of our registration. New brochures are available at the Information Desk. Please 
pray as we register that God will bring to us the children and families that need to be here. 
     - Eva Bonnema - Director 253-952-7343 


