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JESUS: THE REAL LIFE 
Week 3: Jesus, the Teacher 
Bible Passage Luke 10:25-37; Luke 8:4-8; Matthew 5:5-15; Matthew 7:28-29 
Truth about Jesus: Jesus used great stories and parables to teach about God’s truth! 
 
 
SUPPLIES 
 
Opening Game: list of “words” and “styles” 
 
Teach: 4 costumes for “Good Samaritan” story (get creative, but keep it simple. One 
item per character), 1 large rock, 1 large clear cup with rocky soil in it, 2 clear cups 
about half full of good planting soil (you can get planting soil from your local hardware 
store), 4 lima beans, 2 packets of any other type of seed, a hair dryer, a can of soda, 3 
cans of lima beans, a packet of sugar, and a small trash can. 
 
Small Group: 1 pencil per preteen, slips of paper 
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OPENING GAME 
 
Supplies: list of “words” and “styles” 
 
How to play: Divide your preteens into groups of 3-5. In each round, each team will 
select a representative to come forward and look at a “word” and a “style”, shown to 
them by the leader. The representative from each group must run back to their group 
and try and get their team to guess the “word” by using the “style” listed. (Example: The 
word is Moses, and the style is, “You may only use your feet.” 
 
Play for as many round as you like. 
 
Examples of words and styles (use any words, with any combination of style… be 
creative and have some fun with them): 

1. Jesus, you must talk like a pirate (can’t say Jesus name) 
2. Christmas, act out while hopping on one foot 
3. Phineas and Ferb, using only their hands 
4. Frosted Flakes, act out with your eyes closed 
5. Captain America, talking like you are underwater (can’t say Captain America) 
6. A baseball, draw on the floor using only your finger 
7. You, using any method they want without talking 

 
 
After the game, ask the following questions:  

1. What would the game have been like if all you did was run up to people and tell 
them what was written on the paper? 

2. What is it like to see people use different styles? Did it make it easier or harder? 
3. What makes a good story teller? How do people tell stories?  
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TEACH 
 
Supplies: 4 costumes for “Good Samaritan” story (get creative, but keep it simple. One 
item per character), 1 large rock, 1 large clear cup with rocky soil in it, 2 clear cups 
about half full of good planting soil (you can get planting soil from your local hardware 
store), 4 lima beans, 2 packets of any other type of seed, a hair dryer, a can of soda, 3 
cans of lima beans, a packet of sugar, and a small trash can. 
 
Set up a table and place all of the teaching supplies behind it. Plug in the hair dryer but 
keep it behind the table.  Set the trash can beside the table. 
 
[Slide 1 – Cover] 
 
Welcome back to week 3 of our series, Jesus: The Real Life, where we take a real-life look at 
the life and times of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, a man who lived on Earth 2000 years ago and 
claimed to be God and the Savior of the World. 
 
Last week, we focused on Jesus as a preteen and got to see more proof that Jesus was fully 
man.  In what 4 ways did we learn that He grew? (If you used the 4 props last week, have those 
on display and refer to them) 
 
Correct!  Jesus grew in wisdom (mentally), in stature (physically), and in favor with God and with 
man (people liked Him and God, the Father, was proud of Him). 
 
This week, did any of you this week think more about what it would have been like to have 
Jesus at your school if He was a preteen like you? I still think that would be pretty interesting. I 
could see Him getting up in the middle of class and saying, “Excuse me, teacher, if I may. The 
correct answer is actually…,” and then going on just teaching the class. After all, He did create 
everything in this universe! 
 
Actually, that is what we are going to learn about in this week’s episode of Jesus: The Real Life. 
This week, we are going to look at “Jesus: The Teacher”. 
 
[Slide 2 – Jesus: The Teacher] 
 
Jesus, in His few years on Earth, was the greatest teacher of all time.  Jesus did public ministry 
from ages 30-33. He was a master at storytelling, illustration, and entertaining.  
 
Maybe you think I’m boring up here some times? Well, Jesus was never boring. Every single 
time He taught, you would’ve been on the edge of your seat. 
 
Many people were. People would gather from miles and miles around to come hear Jesus 
speak, or to even get a glimpse of this great teacher. 
 
You think people flock to go see One Direction in concert? Well, they really flocked to Jesus just 
to hear Him speak. 
 
Think of the greatest music acts or comedians of today.  
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Who would you want to go listen to? (take answers) 
 
They have nothing on Jesus. No matter where Jesus was at, people would try and find Him just 
to listen to Him teach.  
 
I don’t think there is anyone today that I would want to hear as much as I would’ve wanted to 
hear Jesus. 
 
[Slide 3 – Jesus’ most famous teaching time was called the Sermon on the Mount] 
 
One of the most famous teaching times Jesus had was called the Sermon on the Mount. We 
can read about it in Matthew 5-7. Matthew 5 reads, “Seeing the crowds, he (Jesus) went up on 
the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.”  There were so many people 
who came to hear Him speak, He had to go up the side of a mountain so people could hear 
Him. (You have to remember that they had no microphones in those days, so Jesus used the 
side of the mountain to help his voice reach all the people.) 
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, He taught many basic ways to live and how to treat people. Part of 
the Sermon on the Mount is called the Beatitudes. 
 
[Slide 4 - Beatitudes] 
 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus taught that poor people, those who morn, the meek, and those who 
hunger are actually blessed people.  The Beatitudes taught people that just because you are the 
popular, good-looking, perfect person, it doesn’t mean you are the best. God loves the broken, 
the hurting, and those that need Him. 
 
Jesus also taught some crazy things during the Sermon on the Mount, like, “Love your 
enemies.” This was so opposite of what people thought. I mean, love your friends and family… 
sure. But really, Jesus?  Love my enemies? 
 
He also used a lot illustrations and compared people to being the “salt of the Earth”, the “light of 
the world”, or a tree that produces fruit. 
 
Jesus used a lot of illustrations to teach people. 
 
[Slide 5 – Jesus used a lot of illustrations to teach people.] 
 
We are built to learn through stories and through illustrations.  Let me show you a couple of 
examples.  
 
Turn in your Bibles to Luke 10:25-37. 
 
Call up 4 preteens to the stage. Dress them up however you like to be the priest, the Levite, and 
the Samaritan (the sillier the costume the better, but keep it simple, one item per character).  
Have some band-aids to put on the man beaten up.  As you read the story, have the students 
on stage act it out. Have fun with it! 
 
When you are finished, be sure to dismiss your preteen actors and thank them. 
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See, Jesus didn’t want to just tell people how they should act. He wanted to show them. He 
gave them a story so they could see it in action and better understand what He was teaching. 
 
So what do you think is the point of that story? (Take answers) 
 
Correct.  The point is that we need to be kind to our neighbors and show kindness to all people 
whether they are our friends or our enemies. Samaritans and Jews were not nice to each other, 
and yet Jesus taught in this story that it was the enemy who showed kindness. 
 
Again, Jesus could have just said that, but instead gave a story to help people better 
understand it and see it for themselves.  
 
[Slide 6 – Many of His stories were told in the form of parables.] 
 
Many of Jesus’ stories were told in the form of parables. 
 
[Slide 7 – Parables: stories Jesus used to illustrate a spiritual lesson.] 
 
Parables were stories used to illustrate a spiritual lesson. They were special and many times 
used crazy examples to teach a point. Like this one, which is one of my favorites.  
 
Turn in your Bibles to Luke 8.  
 
Set out the rock, the three plastic cups, and all the seeds on a table.  At this point, keep the 
seeds behind the rock so that all the students see is the rock and three plastic cups.  Keep the 
hair dryer hidden behind the table. 
 
Have a pre-selected student or leader who is a strong reader come forward and read aloud the 
Parable of the Sower out of Luke 8:4-8.  Instruct them to pause every time you clear your throat, 
and continue when you nod at them.  This will create a funny interaction between you, the 
reader, the story, and the audience: 
 
“A large crowd gathered together. People came to Jesus from town after town. As they did, he 
told a story. He said, ‘A farmer went out to plant his seed. (Clear your throat.  Pick up and 
show the audience the four lima beans in the palm on your hand and then set them out 
on the table.  Nod your head.)  He scattered the seed on the ground. Some fell on a path. 
(Clear your throat.  Place one lima bean on the rock.  Nod your head as you throw the 
squished up seed in the trash.) People walked on it, and the birds of the air ate it up. (Clear 
your throat.  “walk” two of your fingers on the rock and squish the bean.  Then, whistling 
like a bird, lock your thumbs and flap your hands like they are a bird.  Have your “bird” 
land on the rock and “eat” the bean.  Nod your head.) Some seed fell on rocky places. 
(Clear your throat.  Throw one lima bean into the cup with the rocky soil.  Nod your 
head.) When it grew, the plants dried up because they had no water.  (Clear your throat.  Pull 
out the hair dryer, turn it on, and point it at the cup with the rocky soil.  Then, shrug your 
shoulders and dump the contents of the cup into the trash can.  Nod your head.)  Other 
seed fell among thorns. (Clear your throat.  Put a lima bean in one of the cups with the 
good soil.  Then open the two seeds packets and pour the contents in.  Then open a 
packet of sugar and pour it in.  Then pick up the soda and pour it in.  If you dare…stir it 
with your finger and stick it in your mouth.  Nod your head.) The thorns grew up with it and 
crowded out the plants.  (Clear your throat.  Hold the cup up high and examine the 
contents of the cup.  Get an obviously disgusted look on your face and shake your head.  
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Then throw the contents of the cup into the trash can.  Nod your head.) Still other seed fell 
on good soil. (Clear your throat.  Place a lima bean in the last cup. Nod your head.)  It grew 
up and produced a crop 100 times more than the farmer planted.” (Clear your throat.  From 
behind the table, grab one can of lima beans and place it in front of the cup.  Really slam 
it down hard for effect.  Then grab a second can of lima beans and place it next to it.  
Pause, and then grab the third can of lima beans and place it on top of the other two, 
pyramid style.) 
 
How about a hand for reader!  (Dismiss reader to their seat) 
 
Jesus’ parables are so amazing, and His teaching is so powerful.  Can you imagine being there 
and hearing the greatest teacher of all time as He taught.  It must have been AMAZING! 
 
People would ask Him why He used parables so much, and He actually used the Parable of the 
Sower, the story we just looked at, to explain. 
 
See, some of us have hearts that are hard (point to the rock).  We hear the truth about Jesus 
and His word, but then the devil comes like a bird and takes the message from our hearts so we 
won’t believe (see Luke 8:12).  Some of us are shallow, like the rocky soil.  We hear thing about 
God and Jesus and it makes us happy.  But, we don’t go deep with God.  We never dig in to 
really knowing Him and His Word.  Because of this, we believe for a while, but when something 
difficult happens in our life, we fall away from our trust in Jesus (see Luke 8:13).  Some of us 
are like the good soil that had other stuff in it.  We hear the Truth and believe it.   God’s Truths 
start to grow in our life.  However, the other junk like worries, sinful pleasures, and greediness 
choke out the truth in our life, and we don’t reach full growth in God (see Luke 8:14).  But some 
of us in this room – I pray that it would be ALL of us in this room – are like this soil (point to the 
cup on the table).  We have an honest and good heart.  We hear the message and keep it in our 
heart.  We remain faithful to God, and do lots of great things for Him (see Luke 8:15). 
   
Jesus taught with parables and stories so that people will see, but not know what they are 
seeing.  They will hear, but not understand what they are hearing (see Luke 8:10).  But not you 
and me.  We have been given a chance to understand the secrets of God’s kingdom!  If we will 
listen to Jesus’ teaching and our hearts are soft, we will remain faithful to God and do so many 
great things for Him. 
 
Now, Jesus didn’t always teach in story form. There are some examples like one time when a 
bunch of people were going to throw rocks at a woman, and He stepped in and said, “Whoever 
among you has never sinned (never messed up)… let him throw the first rock.” And that’s all He 
had to say. 
 
Jesus’ words always commanded authority. 
 
[Slide 8 – Jesus’ words always commanded authority.] 
 
Jesus was 100% God. He knew the hearts of people.  He knew what and how people 
needed to hear things. Because He created them. He knew them better than they knew 
themselves. 
 
Do you think there was ever a better teacher than Jesus? No way. He is the greatest of 
all time. In fact, Matthew 7:28 says that the crowds were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. 
They had never heard anyone like Him.  
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No one has, and no one ever will! 
 
[Slide 9 – Cover] 
 
Well that’s all the time we have for today. I’m really excited about next week’s 
episode as we continue to look at the amazing life of Jesus. Next week, we look 
at “Jesus: The Miracle Man”. Oh, you are going to like that one.  
 
[Pray and dismiss to small groups] 
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SMALL GROUP 
 
Activity: Paper Telephone  
 
Supplies: 1 pencil per preteen, slips of paper (each preteen will get the same 
number of slips of paper as they have people in their group.  So, in a small group 
of 6, each preteen would get 6 slips of paper. In a small group of 8, each preteen 
would get 8 slips of paper.  This activity works best with groups of 6-8, but will 
work with any size group.  Consider combining smaller groups, or splitting larger 
groups to optimize this activity.) 
 
The Activity: Preteens will play a game where they go back and forth between 
drawing a picture, and then writing out the words of what the picture is. In the 
end, they will see how close the final picture is to what the original words were. 
(You must have a least 8 students in each group to play, or more. If you have 
less, needs to be at least 6, give each student only 6 pieces of paper). 
 
Before the Activity: Have everyone in your group sit in a circle. Pass out a 
pencil and 8 slips of paper to each student and have them write on the back of 
each one the numbers 1 through 8. Then have them put them in order 1 on top 
and 8 on the bottom, with all the blank sides facing up.  
 
Say: On the top of each paper I want you to write the name of your favorite movie. Don’t show 
anyone else what you write. On my “Go”, pass the set of papers to the person on your left. The 
next person will look at your movie title, put the slip of paper at the bottom of the pile and then 
“draw a picture” of the movie that was written down (without using any letters or words). Once 
that person is finished, on my “go”, they will pass the pile to the person on their left, who will 
now look at the picture ONLY.  Then, they will place the picture at the bottom of the pile and 
now WRITE OUT which movie they think the picture was suppose to represent. We will continue 
to do this process until each stack of paper come back to the original person.  When we are 
done, we can share the “path” that everyone drew and wrote. It gets really funny! 
 

• After the game, say: Isn’t it fun sometimes to see things that are different 
than just a spoken or written word. Jesus knew how important it was for us 
to learn through stories and creative teaching, and how these things can 
help us to draw closer to Him. 

 
Then use the following discussion questions: 

• Let’s read one more parable from Jesus and see if you can figure out what 
Jesus was teaching. Read Luke 18:10-14. What is Jesus teaching us? 

• Are there any other parables or stories that Jesus told that you think are 
cool? Share one. 

• In Ephesians 2:10, we read that we are God’s masterpieces. How has 
God created you to teach others about Him? What gifts and skills might 
you have to teach other about Jesus? 

• What stops you from using those gifts that God has given you? 
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• What is ONE thing that you can do this week to teach ONE person about 
Jesus? 


