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JESUS: THE REAL LIFE 
Week 4: Jesus, the Miracle Man 
Bible Passage: Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 8:22-26; Matthew 14:22-33; Luke 7:11-15; Matthew 
9:1-8; John 20:30,31 
Truth about Jesus: Jesus proved that He was God by performing miracles and healing 
people! 
 
 
SUPPLIES 
 
Opening Game: (6) dodge balls, (6) large road cones , (6) balls that will stay on the 
road cones, 2 pool noodles and 2 silly hats 
 
Teach: cardboard boat; Youtube Video - 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9tAKLTktY0 
 
Small Group: Set of 12 game cards 
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OPENING GAME: AMBUSH 
 
Supplies: (6) dodge balls, (6) large road cones , (6) balls that will stay on the road 
cones, 2 pool noodles and 2 silly hats 
 
How to play: This is a variation of Dodge Ball. You will divide your group up into two 
teams and have them opposite of each other with a line down the middle. On each side 
place 3 road cones, two at medium depth and one at the back.  
Place a ball on top of each cone. 
 
Have each team select a leader who is the “Healer”.  He or she will wear a silly hat and 
hold the pool noodle. 
 
Place the dodge balls on the middle line and have both teams line up on the back line of 
their team area. On “go”, students may run forward and grab a ball and then retreat to 
their back line. 
 
Play standard modern dodge ball rules: a player is out when (a) they are hit with a ball 
in their air, or (b) when throwing a ball, a player from the opposite team catches it. 
 
Here are the additional rules for Ambush: 

• When a player goes out, they may run back to their “Healer”, be “healed” and go 
directly back into the game. 

• The back cone is the kill cone. If at any time the ball on the back cone is knocked 
off, the game is over and that team loses. 

• If either of the front balls are knocked off their cone, then that team loses their 
“Healer” and no kids can come back into the game. 

• If both front balls are knocked off the cones, that is a “kill” as well, and that team 
loses. 

 
After the game, ask the following questions:  

1. How was it helpful to have someone on your team who was a healer? 
2. What happened if/when your healer got knocked out of the game? 
3. Do you believe that people can get miraculously healed? 
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TEACH 
 
Supplies: Video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9tAKLTktY0 
 
[Slide 1 – Cover] 
 
Welcome to week 4 of our new reality show, Jesus: The Real Life. Each week, we take 
a look at the life and times of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, A man who lived on Earth 2000 
years ago and claimed to be God and the Savior of the World. 
 
In the last few weeks, we’ve looked at how Jesus was all God and all man at the same 
time, what his life was like as a kid, and, last week, how He was the greatest story teller 
this world has ever known.  
 
Have you ever seen the movie The Princess Bride?  Boys, don’t be misled by the 
title.  It’s actually full of fighting and swords and adventure. In the movie, a man 
dies, but his friends are hoping that he can be brought back to life, and so they 
take him to this man named Miracle Max. Check out this clip: 
 
[Play Video - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9tAKLTktY0] 
*If you have time to play for full clip, great. Otherwise just play it from 3:58 – 4:27. 
You can get the same effect in much shorter time. 
 
Spoiler alert, everybody: the chocolate pill works and the man comes back to life. 
It’s a miracle! 
 
Now in movies, there are a lot of guys like Miracle Max who have the power to 
perform miracles. But that’s the thing… they are only in movies. No one on Earth 
has the power to perform miracles, right? 
 
Well, maybe not! 
 
This week, we are going to look at “Jesus: The Miracle Man”. 
 
[Slide 2 – Jesus: The Miracle Man] 
 
So, first question. What is a miracle? (take answers) 
 
Webster’s Dictionary defines a miracle as “an extraordinary event manifesting 
divine intervention in human affairs”.  
 
[Slide 3 – Miracle: a super natural event that can’t be explained by humans.] 
 
In other words, it’s a supernatural event that can’t be explained by science.  
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A miracle is something only God can do. And since we’ve learned that Jesus was 
100% God while on Earth, even though He was also 100% man, He still had the 
power to do miracles… because He is God. 
 
Now, what are the names of the four Gospels, everybody? (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John).  In the Gospels, there are 37 different miracles recorded that Jesus 
performed. And that is just what was recorded in the Gospels. Who knows how 
many He actually did in His 3 years of public ministry. Maybe He even performed 
some before that that aren’t recorded either. 
 
Do any of you know any of the miracles that Jesus did on Earth? (take answers) 
Right, those are great examples. Today, let’s look at a few of those miracles - 
supernatural events that can’t be explained by science. 
 
Turn in your Bibles to Matthew 8:23-27. For this I need someone to come up 
here and play the part of Jesus (call up a student, put a robe or a wig on the 
student to distinguish he is Jesus).  I also need a few more of you up here to be 
some of the Disciples (call up a few students to be disciples). 
 
Optional:  Give the Disciples an inflatable boat or cardboard that they can hold as 
a boat. 
 
(Say to the audience) You all are going to have a part to play as well. We are 
going to reenact a storm and so I need all the girls to be the rain. You are going 
to rub your hands together back and forth without stopping. Leaders I need you 
to be heavy rain, by snapping over and over. Boys, you are going to be the 
booming thunder by slapping your legs with your hands.  
 
I will start reading the story and, when I say so, just the girls will begin. Then I will 
tell the leaders to join in, and then the boys will join in last. When Jesus stands 
up and yells “SILENCE”, I need everyone to stop at the same time.  
It will be really cool if we can do it right. 
 
Have “Jesus” start on the ground as if He is asleep. Begin reading from Matthew 
8:23-27. As you read verse 24, have the students/leaders begin to make the 
storm. Have them keep going loud and strong throughout. When you get to verse 
25 have your “disciples” shout “HELP! Jesus!” Then after you read verse 26, 
have your “Jesus” character shout “SILENCE”. If it’s done right, it creates a great 
effect, going from loud noise to perfect silence. Afterward, finish by reading verse 
27 and dismissing your students back to their seats. 
 
Pretty cool, huh?  Imagine what it must have been what it was like to witness 
Jesus do something that science can’t explain. You see, Jesus had the power to 
control the weather. 
 
[Slide 4 – Jesus had the power to control the weather.] 
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We don’t know how He had that power, except that He was God. Disciples right 
then and there were amazed by Jesus.  They knew that only God could control 
the weather. 
 
Jesus did many other miracles, like turning two fish and five loaves of bread into 
hundreds of fish and bread to feed thousands of people. Jesus could only do that 
because He was God. In fact, Jesus did that miracle twice. (Bet you didn’t know 
that!)  
 
He transformed water into wine for a wedding.  He even walked on water, which 
we will talk about it a couple of weeks. Probably the coolest miracles that Jesus 
did, however, were when He healed people.  
 
[Slide 5 – Jesus healed people from illnesses.] 
 
Like this one time, in Mark 8:22, when He healed a blind man by putting spit and 
dirt on his eyes. Who wants to come up so we can demonstrate that miracle? 
Just kidding. But can you imagine being there for that? “Ewww…Jesus just put 
spit on that blind guy’s eyes…oh wait…now He can see.”  Jesus must have had 
some special spit. 
 
Another time in Luke 5, some buddies brought their crippled friend to Jesus.  
They tried to walk up to Jesus, but the house was so crowded with people, they 
couldn’t.  So what did they do?  They climbed up on a roof, made a hole, and 
lowered their crippled friend to Jesus. 
 
People knew of Jesus’ power. They knew He could perform miracles. They 
believed…because they saw Him do miraculous things. Jesus was the Miracle 
Man, and it wasn’t anything like the fake or pretend things we see in the movies.  
Jesus was the real deal. 
 
People even came to Jesus to see if He would bring family members back from 
the dead,… 
 
[Slide 6 - Jesus even brought a few people back from the dead.] 
 
…and Jesus did.  He brought a widow’s son back to life in Luke 7:11-17. He 
brought back a man named Lazarus in John 11. He brought back Jairus’ 
daughter in Luke 8. He simply went up to her, held her hand and said, “Get up, 
child.” And she did. Can you imagine being a parent in that situation? He was 
probably broken because his daughter died.  Then he finds the Miracle Man, 
Jesus.  Jesus just walks up, holds her hand and says, “Get up, child.” And she 
does! 
 
The Bible says that those that saw it happen were amazed. Yeah! I would be, 
too!  
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See, here is something I want you to remember about Jesus and miracles: a big 
part of why He did miracles on Earth was to prove that He was God.  
 
[Slide 7 – Jesus miracles proved that He was God.] 
 
Anyone can claim to be God. Anyone can die for a cause that they believed in. 
But not just anybody can heal people miraculously or bring people back from the 
dead. That’s just what Jesus did, though! He gave us proof that He was who He 
claimed to be – that He was God.  
 
John 20:30, 31 says, “Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.” 
 
[Slide 8 – John 20:30,31] 
 
Jesus did these signs – these miracles – so that we can believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah.  We KNOW that He is God.  We KNOW that He is the Savior of the 
World.  We KNOW that His greatest miracle was bringing Himself back from the 
dead!  This is something that only God could do.  Isn’t it great to know that we 
believe Jesus based on the evidence of what He did on Earth?  We know that He 
did things on Earth that can’t be explained by science; things that could only be 
done by the one true God.  
 
[Slide 9 – Cover] 
 
It really must have been something amazing to be there and witness Jesus’ 
miracles.  Imagine if you were one of the Disciples and got to see so many of 
them. Imagine being Luke, who went around collecting stories about Jesus and 
hearing people say, “Oh this one time…” or, “Remember when Jesus…” 
 
Well that’s all the time we have for “Jesus: The Miracle Man”. Make sure to join 
us again next week for an episode you will not want to miss, as Jesus goes to the 
ultimate showdown with the devil himself.  
 
[Pray and dismiss to small groups] 
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SMALL GROUP 
 
Activity: What Did Jesus Do?  
 
Supplies: Set of 12 game cards 
 
The Activity: Divide your group into two equal teams and place the pile of “What 
Did Jesus Do?” cards in the center.  
 
Say: We are going to have a race during each round. I will flip over a card in the middle 
of the group. It will be either be a Bible verse, a miracle of Jesus, or a physical 
challenge.  

• If I flip over a Bible verse, the first team to tell me which miracle Jesus in this 
verse performed gets a point. 

• If I flip over a miracle of Jesus, the first team to show me where in the Gospels 
this miracle is recorded gets a point. 

• If I flip over a physical challenge, the first team to do the challenge correctly gets 
a point. 

 
The team with the most points at the end of all 12 rounds is the winner. 
 
The cards and answers are: 

• John 2:1-11 – turned water into wine. 
• Jesus healed 10 men from leprosy – Luke 17:11-19 
• Matthew 14:13-21 – feed 5000 people with fish and bread 
• Physical challenge – first team to have all members pat their head and rub their 

bellies at the same time. 
• Luke 5:1-11 – Jesus makes Peter and Simon catch fish when none were there. 
• Jesus bring Lazarus back from the dead – John 11:1-43 
• Jesus heals the man’s ear after Peter cuts it off with a sword – Luke 22:47-

51 
• John 5:1-9 – heals the man at the pool of Bethesda 
• Jesus brings widow’s son back to life – Luke 7:11-17 
• Physical challenge – first team to have all members hold hands in a circle and 

stand on one leg without falling down. 
• Jesus heals a man who was born blind by spitting on his eyes – Mark 8:22-

26 
• Matthew 17:24-27 – Jesus pulls money out of fish’s mouth 
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After the game, say: Jesus sure did a lot of miracles. Imagine if the challenge 
for your team was to find all 37 miracles listed in the Gospels. Yikes. And again, 
37 miracles are all the ones that are written in the Gospels. Who knows how 
many miracles Jesus actually did! 
 
Then use the following discussion questions: 

• What do you think is the coolest miracle Jesus did? Which one would you 
have wanted to be there to see? 

• Why did Jesus perform miracles in the first place? (John 20:30,31) 
• How does knowing the miracles that Jesus did help you to put your faith 

and trust in Him? How does it give you more confidence to know that 
you’re right about Jesus? 

• Why do you think there are still people in the world who don’t put their faith 
in Jesus even though they know that He did these miracles? 

• Think of at least one person who you can talk to about Jesus this week.  
How does knowing the truth about Jesus’ miracles help you to have 
confidence as you talk to this person? 

• Next week, I’d love to hear from somebody in this group who talked to a 
friend about Jesus, the miracle man. 


